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GILBERT KALISH is among the most revered musicians active today. Equally 
adept as solo pianist, collaborative artist, and educator, he exerts a profound 
influence on the musical community. Kalish commands an extraordinaril 
broad repertoire, from the 18th century to the present, and his performances 
have established him as a major figure in American music making. Many of this 
century's most prominent composers have written new works with Kalish's 
communicative powers in mind. His concert tours have taken him across the 
United States and to many of the world's music capitals and university centers. 
A native New Yorker and graduate of Columbia University, Kalish 
studied with Leonard Shure, Isabella Vengerova, and Julius Hereford. He is a 
found ing member of the Contemporary Chamber Ensemble and pianist since 
1969 for the Boston Symphony Chamber Players. He also appears as a guest 
artist with such distinguished ensembles as the Juilliard Quartet and the 
New York Woodwind Quintet. His 30-year partnership with the great 
mezzo-soprano Jan DeGaetani was universally recognized as one of the most 
remarkable artistic collaborations in the contemporary music world. 
Kalish has taught and performed at the Tanglewood Music Center fo 
25 years and has been chair of the Tanglewood faculty since 1985. He is also 
professor of piano and chairman of the performance faculty at the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. His discography of over 80 records 
for solo piano, songs, and diverse chamber and ensemble works is contained 
on Arabesque, Bridge, CBS, CRI, Deutsche Grammophon, DEST, Folkways, 
New World, and Nonesuch recordings. 
Gilbert Kalish 
Four Mazurkas, op. 24 
No. I Lento 
No. 2 Allegro non troppo 
No. 3 Moderate con anima 
No. 4 Moderate 
Three-Page Sonata ( 1905) 
Gnomic Variations ( 1981) 
1NTERMISSION 
Preludes, Book I 
II. Voiles 
IX. La serenade interrompue 
VI. Des pas sur la neige 
Pianist 
Sonata in B-flat, op. Posthumous, D. 960 
Molto moderate 
Andante sostenuto 
Scherzo-Allegro vivace con delicatezza 
Allegro ma non troppo 
Frederic Chopin 






( 1862-1 9 18) 
Franz Schubert 
( 1797-1828) 
THE RACHEL S. THALER CONCERT PIANIST SERIES was established at 
Ithaca College in 1991 in honor of Rachel Thaler. 
A native Ithacan and talented pianist, Rachel Thaler attended the ltha 
public schools and graduated from Ithaca High School. She was awarded a 
scholarship to attend the Ithaca Conservatory of Music , but her father's 
unexpected death shortly before classes began required her to change her 
plans and step in to manage the family's furniture business instead. 
Although she was never able to formally pursue her studies at the 
conservatory, Mrs. Thaler saw to it that her two sons and six grandchildren all 
had the opportunity to play musical instruments. Her love of music has 
remained strong, as has her attachment to Ithaca College. Both she and her 
late husband, Louis K. Thaler, were devoted supporters of the Friends of Ithaca 
College and members of the Tower Club for many years. 
In addition to her musical skill, Rachel Thaler is a talented artist, working 
with needle painting, an ancient Chinese technique that uses pieces of colored 
thread rather than paint to create the image. Her work has been exhibited a 
the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology and in Rochester and Syracuse, a 
her technique has been featured in a video produced by the New York State 
Council on the Arts. 
In endowing the concert series, Manley H. Thaler said, "My mother has 
always had an affinity for music. We wanted to do something in her honor 
during her lifetime. Because of her interest in Ithaca College and its 
outstanding music program, it was clear that the endowment fund should be 
created here:' 
